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REMARKS 

Claims 2, 5, 7 and 9 are pending in the instant 
application. Claims 2, 5, 7 and 9 have been rejected. 
Claims 2 and 9 have been amended. New claims 10 through 26 
have been added. Support for these amendments is provided 
in the specification at page 6, lines 2-6, page 7, lines 3-5 
and lines 9-20, page 11, line 20, page 12, line 10 through 
page 13, line 1, page 14, line 5 and page 20, Example 1. No 
new matter is added by these amendments. Reconsideration is 
respectfully requested in light of these amendments and the 
following remarks. 

Rejection of Claims 2, 5, 7 and 9 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
The Examiner has maintained the rejection of claims 2, 
5, 7 and 9 under 35 U.S.C* 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Matsumoto et al. (U.S. Patent 5,532,373). 

Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection since 
Matsumoto et al. fails to disclose all the features of the 
present invention. In particular, Applicants respectfully 
disagree with the Examiner that Matsumoto et al. describe 
the feature of the present invention with regard to 
dissolving a drug and a polymer in a lower alcohol before 
adding a crosslinking agent. 
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However, in an earnest effort to advance the 
prosecution of this case. Applicants have amended claim 2 
and 9 to include further . distinguishing elements from 
Matsumoto et al. 

In particular, claims 2 and 9 have been amended to 
state that the mixture is spread on a film followed by 
thermally crosslinking the polymer with the one or more 
crosslinking agents, thus making clear that the mixture is 
thermally crosslinked rather than monomers, which are 
polymerized in Matsumoto et al. 

Further, claims 2 and 9 have been amended to state that 
the polymer is an acrylic polymer or a methacrylic polymer 
having at least one hydroxyl or carboxyl group in a 
crosslinkable monomer unit. While Matsumoto describes 
acrylate for a binder in the photobleachable dye layer 
{coliomn 35, line 30), nowhere does this reference teach or 
suggest use of a (meth) acrylic polymer as claimed. 

In addition, new dependent claims 10-26 have been 
added, each of which is drawn to features, of the present 
invention not taught by Matsumoto. The claims are clearly 
supported by teachings in the specification at page 6, lines 
2-6 (claims 16, 17 and 18), page 7, lines 3-5 (claim 19) and 
lines 9-20 (claim 20), page 11, line 20 (claims 10 and 12), 
page 12, lines 10 through page 13, line 1 (claims 13 and 
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14), page 14, line 5 (claim 15) and page 20, Example 1 
(claim 11) . 

MPEP 2131 and the case law are clear; to be an 



elements of the claims. Since Matsumoto et al. does not 
teach all elements of the claims as amended herein, this 
reference cannot anticipate the instant claimed invention . 

Withdrawal of this rejection under 35 U.S.C- 102(b) is 
therefore respectfully requested. 



Applicants believe that the foregoing comprises a full 
and complete response to the Office Action of record. 
Accordingly, favorable reconsideration and subsequent 
allowance of the pending claims is earnestly solicited. 



anticipating reference, the reference must teach all the 



Conclusion 



Date: March 5, 2007 




LICATA & TYRRELL P.C. 
66 E. . Main Street 
Marlton, New Jersey 08053 



(856) 810-1515 



PACE 15/17 • RCVD AT 3/5/2007 12:53:48 PM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/13 • DNIS:2738300* CSID:85681 01454 • DURATION (mm-ss): 05-40 



